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ADVERTORIAL

Founded in 1909, the city of Tel Aviv is often referred to 
as "the white city on the sea." Its landscape is shaped 

by its striking buildings, among them approximately 4,000 
Bauhaus-style houses. The roots of this unique architectural 
style, named after an art school founded by Walter Gropius, 
can be traced to Germany’s Saxony-Anhalt region. 

A group of former Bauhaus students and graduates moved 
to Palestine in the 1930s and brought the Bauhaus ideas from 
Dessau, a town located in today’s Saxony-Anhalt. Others had 
already been living there as Zionist pioneers before their 
Bauhaus education. One was the Halle-born architect Chanan 
Frenkel, who came to the “Promised Land” as an enthusiastic 
Zionist and directed many construction projects. The modern 
Bauhaus architectural style captured the spirit of the age, 
creating an atmosphere of new beginnings and burgeoning 
social ideas.  

Saxony-Anhalt continues to have strong connections to 
Israel today, through the many Germans from the region 
who now live there. For example, 87-year-old Gabriel Bach, 
a Halberstadt-born prosecutor, was entrusted with the trial of 
Adolf Eichmann in 1961. From 1982 to 1997, he served as a 
Justice of Israel’s Supreme Court. 

Besides Frankfurt, the center of Jewish orthodoxy in 
Germany was Halberstadt, a place with significance in 
Christian and secular traditions, as well. The first believers 
of the Mosaic faith lived here since the early 13th century; 
at the beginning of 1933, the Jewish community of the town 
numbered around 700. The citizens of Halberstadt have made 
a commitment to preserving evidence of the 800 years of 
coexistence;  traces of Jewish history can still be found here 
today. In 1995, the Moses Mendelssohn Academy was founded 
thanks to private sponsors. The site of the region’s former 
synagogue is part of the Foundation’s assets. In 1998, Ichzak 
Auerbach, the last Jew to be born within Halbertstadt’s walls, 
received honorary citizenship. 

In the meantime, economic ties have been formed 
between Israel and Saxony-Anhalt. Earlier this year, the State 
Premier Dr. Reiner Haseloff of the Christian Democratic 
Party (CDU) travelled to Israel to visit companies involved in 
German relations. One company, Israel Chemicals Ltd., ranks 
as one of the global market leaders in fertilizers and chemical 
products. At the Bitterfeld-Wolfen Chemical Park, ICL-IP 
produces flame retardants for the electronic industry. 

Stefan Borgas, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
ICL, said during the politician’s visit at the Dead Sea that 
further extensions of the location in Saxony-Anhalt are in the 
pipeline. Investments of up to ten million Euros are planned 
for this purpose. ICL obtains its raw materials from the 
Dead Sea at the border between Israel and Jordan, and then 
processes them in Germany. 

The town of Schönebeck at the gates of Magdeburg is 
working with Palram Industries Ltd. of Kibbutz Yohanan 

in Northern Israel. With its 40 employees, the German 
subsidiary produces polycarbonate sheets for greenhouses, 
building claddings, sports facilities and terraces. The Israeli 
company hopes to extend its German site to its European 
logistic hub, said Ido Rodoy, Chairman of the Executive Board 
of Palram Industrie Ltd. 

Saxony-Anhalt and Israel continue to maintain historic 
and economic ties. Israeli companies have business 
connections with Saxony-Anhalt for some time now through 
their branches and subsidiaries. To continue the success 
of this trend, the Investment and Marketing Corporation 
Saxony-Anhalt operates as economic development agency 
for the region. Israeli companies receive individually tailored 
consultancy – from finding a suitable site and information 
on funding opportunities to assistance in dealing with 
authorities. 
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Just this spring, Saxony-Anhalts State Premier Dr. Reiner Haseloff (middle) 
visited the German site of Palram Industries in Schönebeck together with 
production Manager Tamar Yaary (left) and Palram CEO Moti Dinstag (right).
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